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ANYHOW, (JET THE SHIPS I of

Hcv they (shall bo provided,
vtiether thrgugh subsidy or special
dvnntagcs or by direct Government up

luilding, is important in discussion
if the problem of getting shipn for
Vnjetican commerce; but there can
e no difference of opinion on the
lain point, which is thatTtho ships
ught to be provided, and that soon.
Nobody hns been ablo to' make

p u satisfactory statement of the
isses of the world's merchant' uia-in- o

by reason of the war. Great
umbers have been destroyed, imd ul
i ?at numbers will bo in future. Iso-

ldes that, the merchant ships con- -
crtcd to use ns transports, colliers,

ind many other war uses are bo
ng worn out ns they would not be

in the service of peace. The waste,
in other words, is only in part, prob-ibl- y

in minor part, represented by
.he actual losses of vessels.

Further, while American ar.d Jap-ans- e

ship yards arc turning out ves-
sels in greater numbers than ever,
ihe jards of Europe arc devoting
themselves chiefly to naval con-
struction, and the world',! now con-
struction of merchantmen w prob-
ably very low. When the wnr ends
them will bo a great expansion of
aomand on merchant shipping, be-
cause the processes of rebuilding in
Europo will demand unprecedented
quantities of tie most bulky ma-
terials.

Right now is tho time for the
United States to equip itself for a
recoery of its rightful placo on
the jcas Let the opportunity not be
lost.

THE WAR AND THE SCHOOLS

Washington schools were among
tho first in the country to announce
that tho war was a legitimate sub-
ject for classroom study. A year's
experience, school officials agree,
hai vindicated this positron.

Some cities tried tho futile
of prohibiting all mention

of the war in their schools. Phila-
delphia attempted this ostrich pro-
cedure. Before the year was half
over pupils were found to be study-;n- g

maps that no longer were cor-
rect, and avoiding most of the world
news because the war had warped
and changed the current of the day's
Inppenings so much that it could
not be avoided if current events
werfMo bo studied at all.

In'Washington schools tho wnr
has been studied from an objective
viewpoint. Pupils have been en-
couraged thereby to a deeper inter-
est in history and geography. They
have been given npt illustrations of
forces that shaped history, but" which
are absent in times of peace. An-
cient wars were made to seem real.
Cffccts of wars were clearly shown
by the events transpiring before
their eyes.

It is a tribute to the Washington
teaching force that its members
have been able to handle tho sub-
ject so tactfully that, during tho
year, not a single complaint has been
icgistered of tho treatment. No
teacher hns been accused of being
not neutral. Pupils in Washington
ire better citizens for their study of
he biggest single news subject of
lo century.

UNITED HEBREW CHARITIES

he annual meeting of
ebrew Chanties cm
remarkable work of

ition in Washington,
he &.-- ,. idicated by tho annual
aport of its president, Lee Baum-artc- n,

is wide; and commendation
- deserved because the 54.G11 was
xpended without any other cxpenso
ban $300 for clerical hire. This
hows tho devotion and tho loyalty
f workers who give much of their
ime for nothing to tho arduous and
lifficult tasks of relief and investi-

gation.
Tho field of tho United Hebrew

"hnrities is much wider than that of

.i nid to tho needy. In many
vays the organization has done con-

structive work in helping tho needy
to help themselves, nnd in correct- -
ng conditions that handicap them

An example was tho payment of the
business college fees of two un -
trained girls who without business!
education could havo earned but a

rendered the put on proba- -

been that 'ts
ire vvlirth One of these
- that free loan society be es -

by every body.
by

tho United Hebrew Charities cities, these excerpts from
been one of tho greatest factors in the citizens' committee report will
making persons 'independent wnoDe
otherwise might have been Kept on

cept
tho roster of dependents. ,

Another suggestion is that urging
legislation to compel grown children de

who arc nblo to do so to caro for
aged and infirm parents. Many cases
have been found where the parents

those who are earning good sal-

aries havo been committed to public and
privato charitable care. Senator

Pomerene has introduced a bill pro
viding such compulsory support, but

was lost sight of in the pressure
other legislation.

No one phase of this society's to
work is more characteristic than tho
"In Memoriam" gifts, which made

nearly $300 of the charity fund the
this year. Instead of sending flow-

ers to funerals the friends of those
who die mako contributions to tho nre
United Hebrew Charities. The sen-
timent

for
is a pretty and a highly prac-

ticable one.
No mention of the work of the

United Hebrew Charities is com-

plete In
without a mention of the ex

cellent aid rendered by the Council
jcwisn women, mat organiza-

tion has cared for new arrivals in
the city, has ministered to tho sick,
has supplied garments and food; in
short, has performed all the func-
tions that nrc beyond the reach of
man a activities.

ASQUITH'S SHAKINGMINISTRY

For weeks tho Asquith ministry in of
Great Britain has been swaying bc-fo- ro a

the storm of factional politics.
Now tho signs that it is to fall arc
all but unmistakable. in

There was never a sound reason
for tho organization of a coalition

If there is one thing that
has been taught repeatedly and well In
by tho experience of all ages in all
places it is that a government rep
resentative of the people, whether
under the system, of a limited mon
archy like England's or of a repub
lie'like our own, would far better be nf
responsive to a specific, definite, con
crete something than to a general,
vague, and vacillating nothing.

In human undertakings there is no of

possibility of making harmony out
of elements inharmonious by scram-
bling them. In public affairs it is a
sign of weakness, both in policy and
in administration to seek to avoid
domestic criticism by taking into
partnership the criticising opposi-
tion. A policy and an administra-
tion not strong enough to resist ad-

verse influenco at home cannot be-

come strong enough through com-

promise and concession at home to
overwhelm hostile power abroad.

The strongest support any party
can command is within itself. Men
do not feel the loyalty and devotion
to the principles of others that they
do to their own. They will not re
gard as their own either the prin
ciples belonging to them but modi
fied or tho principles borrowed from
others and sugar-coate- d not to sat-
isfy themselves but those with
whom they do not naturally agree
and cannot normally act in concert.

Then, too, not only much of the
best of a party's principles but somo
of its most useful personnel must be
put aside to mako the unnatural
partnership possible. Lord Haldanc,
for example, had to be sent away
from the war ministry in the As
quith government to satisfy or make
room for 'some of the strange and
unwelcome guests invited to the
board. He was a bigger and a bet-

ter asset for his government than
all the substitutes it obtained, either
before or after the actual coalition.

If AsqUith's government has de-

served to fall, it is not because of
what it did before it had a coalition
cabinet; it is because of what it has
failed, could not but fail, to do since
it hnd a coalition cabinet.

After the shock of this crashing
ministry tho British nation may well
find comfort and strength in a new
ly organized government of men
who, all pulling together, can and
will set themselves to a common
purpose and hew straight to the
line with enthusiasm and success.

AND CAPITALS

One of tho most interesting sec-

tions of the brief on Washington
fiscal relations with the Federal
Government is that dealing with
those relations in other countries.
It would bo impressive if this part
of the document could have been'
developed farther; but tho conden-
sation given by the brief is one
easily to bo understood by tho peo- -
tnln ff Wn esj!tnrfm

lew dollars a week. Now they aro,both sense and sentiment, why it,
making $10 each as stenographers, should be made especially attrac- -
Similar ncrsonnl service hns hmn'tivp. No nation on earth has over1

children

their national capital cities might
be made the subject of a library,
The nntional capital is a sort of
front door and parlor to the nation.

'There nre relations, of

tried so hard ns the United States

mg to hick up restiictions of this!
kind with concessions in the other

i direction. I

Keeping in mind that ..lost of the
capital of the at also metro-- f

tion by tho Juvenile Court under tho to make the Cupital merely a
supervision. Not a single! lor; none has rrovided so many re-a-

had to be taken into court a on life and business in
time. tho in order to get this re- -

So successful hns this organiza- - suit and none has been so unwill- -
on recommendations

cons.denng
a

eblished relief
condticted

cabinet.

COUNTRIES
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husjpolltan

especially illuminating:
There Is no other national capital ex

the District of Columbia, which la
nothlnK but a national capital. In many
cases, aa In London, Paris, Ilnrlln, Rio

Janeiro, and Buenos Aires, the na
tional capital is a Krcal industrial arm
manufacturing city. In which the na-
tional government occupies compara-
tively little space, and its activities are
practically Incidental to the life of the.
city. In pome of these national capitals,
especially Paris and Vienna In Kuropo

nio de Janeiro and Buenos Aires In
America, the national government has
spent enormous amounts of money for
strictly national capital purposes, nnd
especially upon parks, boulevards, nnd
buildings nnd rler, harbor, and wharf
Improvements. Besides these expendi-
tures for national objects the national
government has also contributed largely

the strictly municipal expenses, In-
cluding sanitation, police, and flic de-
partments, nubile schools, and other
municipal services. The citizens of nil i

rorelgn national capitals am not
only taxpayers, but participants In the
local and national governments and
with b largo measure of

nlo de Janeiro and Buenos Aires
in process of being transformed Into

model Cities on plans. The plans
the physical Improvement of Itlo de

Janeiro, now In process of execution,
nllt cost oo,ooo.0nn similar plans now
under execution In rtuenns Aires call for
prnctlcnlly the same amount The con-
tributions of the nntlonnl

these two cities tn nrdlniry municipal
expenditures nre on n similar scale.

A cnreful study or the (nets as to
foreign capitals (complied for this
committee as to nlo de Janeiro. Iluenoi
Alrea, nnd Mexico bv John rmrrelt.
director crencrnl of Ihe
Vnlon. nnd as to other capitals by
Oeorge F. rtowerman, Ubrnrlan of the
District of ( ntumnia, transmuted
through the Commissioners of the Dis-
trict of Columbia) shows thit the cltl-ren- s

of foreign capitals have the
over tho District of Coliimbh.

first. In that thev nre clothed with all
the rights, privileges, nnd duties of the
other citizens of their countries. Includ-
ing a large extent nf
and a full representation In both houses

the national legislature. giving them
direct vntco nnd ote ns tn nil meas-

ures nffectlnc their Interest, nnd
nuestlons of tnxntlon and ex-

penditure, second. In that they nre
bv the nitlonnl governments

every possible wnr to build up manu-
factures nnd commerce nnd to mnk
their cities the business capitals as
well ns the political cspllnls of their
countries, thus deeloplng great wealth
nnd n lane basis of tnxntlon. and, third

that contributions nf the nitlonnl
governments for national enpltnl pur-po-

have been In the more Important
capitals much larger proportionately
than those which hae been made bv
tlie Knifed State C.overnment In the
District nf Columbia

That feature nf the Mexican plan,
which provides that ntl the tnxntlon

the Federal district shn'l be nntlonnl
tnxntlon and all the appronrintlons na-

tional appropriation which has been
suggested for the District nf Columbia,
nnd which Is unln'ie In the government

nntlonnl capitals, cannot be separa-
ted from the locnl setf.gnvcrnment fea
ture of thst Plan or rrom ine more im-
portant fenture nf representation bv
two Henators. nnd also one Ttepresentn- -

tle for each wnm innnMtsnts In lb'
nntlonnl Congress which is precisely
the some representation as that nf the
states of the Mexican federation

In Ilmrll the national capital Is rep-
resented bv three senators and n num-
ber of representatives n te national
congress nnd in Arecntlm the rnl"nal
enpltnl Is represented by two senators
and a number of representation In the
national congress

THE WOMEN IN NEW JERSEY

To say that woman suffrage was
defeated in New Jersey, and at a
special election, by 50,000, suggests
that it was an overwhelming disas-

ter. Rut to put down all the figures
in tho case makes it less conclusive.
The women's cause polled eleven
votci to every fifteen cast against
it; nnd the fact that a total of 305,-00- 0

votes were cast shows a real
interest which makes for further
improvement in behalf of the move-
ment.

Stories of frauds at the polls arc
circumstantial and numerous, and an
investigation of these is a serious
possibility. Probably there is no
other State in the Eastern group
that are to pass on this
this season, in which the politicians
will be so nearly unanimous against
tho women as they were in Jersey,
In no other State docs so large a
proportion of the voters find it so
inconvenient to vote, because tens
of thousands of Jcrseymen spend
most of their daylight hours outside
their home State, and for these to
vote means a very real sacrifice of
time and convenience. It is, there-
fore, safe to judge that the differ-
ence between the vote cast on Tues-
day, and that polled in a general
election, was chiefly represented by
men who were not willing to take
the time away from their business.
The vote on Tuesday was about
05,000 less than in the 1912 Presi-
dential poll. It is fair to assume
that the women's cause averaged
stronger among the men who go out
of the State during the day, than
among those who remain at home.
The commuters are largely of the
class from which the support of suf-

frage is recruited; therefore it is
probable that if they had all voted
the majority against the amendment
would have been largely reduced,
and even that it might have carried.
There will be no such defection from
a normal vote in either of the other
States that are to vote this year. It
is by no means to be taken for

havo lost
the East

The Mexicnn bandits who robbed
a Texas train now realize they were
usurping a strictly American privi- -

lege.
"

Villa has about as much chance of
bc'"K recognized as a portrait by a
futurist artist.

Where Carrnnzn's chief difficulty
will arise is in endeavoring to con-

vince the Ynquis that his whiskers
are an ornament nnd not a handle.

In so far ns bombs are concerned,
superstitious Londorers vv.ll brlisve
more firmly than ever in the nro- -
pnetlc anntty of , &'.

granted, then, that tho suffragists
Tho relations between nations and,?.... their chance to break into

peculinr

worM

strict'ions
-- econd Capital,

deflnlto

governments

question

MAIL BAG
(From The Times' Readers.)
Communications to tho Mall n must

oo written on one rids of tho papor
only) must not eiceed 200 wordo In
length, and must bo signed with nam

nd address or sender. The publication
of Utters In Tho Times' Mall Hag does
not mean tho Indorsement by Tho rimesor the opinions of tho writer. Tho Mall
Hag Is an open forum, where the cltl-te-

of Washington can argue most
question!.

Considers Secretary Lane's Article
Interesting and Important.

To tho Editor of TUB TIMES:
I think Secretary line's recent nar-

rative In Tho Times of some things tne
llnvernnfent Is doing In Alaska Is not
only exceedingly Interesting, but equal-
ly Important it seem tn inn thn rtnllcv
of the (lovrrnment now Is to seek the
wruuro 01 ine wnnie people

NATHAN DICKFOnD.Washington, October 18.

Here's a Chance For Memory Prodi-
gies and Scrapbook Fanatics.

To the IMItor n( TIIK TIMi:
f. " '"..no' Inconsistent with jourpolicy will you please give me our

opinion us to the winner of the fol-
lowing bet.

In the early part of tho present Ad-
ministration A bet II that 1'rcsldent
Wilson "would not refuse a single re-
quest of W. J. lirynn during his (Wil
son s) enllre Administration. It was
agreed that tho cltj papers were to
be relied upon In deciding the bet II
11 w iiarms mat ne tins won. and Danes'Is claim on the note sent tn Ciermany
wrHc.li led to tho disagreement between
the President nnd Mr. Bonn He
maintain that Mr. Ilrynn requested
the President to send n milder nolo,
and that he refused.

A claims that there Is nothing in thepapers which Indicate that Mr. Bonnrequested tho President to send a mild-
er note but rather himself lefused to
sign the note which the President had
drurted, and that according to the

of tho bet II has not won A
malntnlns that while theie hac,

been disagreements that
theio Is still no evidence that nny re-
quest of .Mr. Urjun was refused

. TAYI.OH
Washington, October IX.

Quotes Shakespeare As Advocate
Of Preparedness.

To Ihe IMimr of TUB TIMKS
In lew nf the nmnly stiuid The Times

has taken In regard to prrparcdncas'
1 nm minting from "llonrv V" In an
effort to convlnco the "milk nnd wnter"being who trusts In the seclusion nf his
llbrar to the very doubtful protec-
tion of nn Inadequate army nnd nay.
that even Shakespeare had "the right
Idea".
It Is most meet we nrm us 'gainst

the foe.Ir nonce Itself should not so dull a
kingdom,

ThoKh war nor no known quarrel be
"In ouostlon.

Hut that defenses, musters, prepara-
tion.

Should be maintained, assembled and
collected

As were a war In expectation
(Act II. scnc .1 )
Washington, Oct 1 II. I). B.

A Taxation Plan.
To the K.lltor of TltK TIMEh

rnd r mir hendlnir. "Orjrnnle Act
Ilearlnu Will op. n Tomorrow," is

this sentinci lr. Ilrowne
brlif ns siimmntlzed In The TlmsInst Sundav, hikii-- s thnt If Wstrlctproperly were ndefitintnlv tned. .4
1'edernl contribution would he un-ri- ef

pesar."
Chnnire "property" tn "Innd values,"

mill the enten e would correctly con-
vey my proposition. District prop-
erty personally. Improvements, oc-
cupation, businesses nre all heav-
ily taxed now I propose to lessen or
remoi e nil tnxen sa e taxes on land
values, which I prop, se to adequately
In reuse am! liquor licenses, which I
propose lo base on ilue of location

An increase of innd taxes will not
lncrea r nts Itents nie ns bleb" as
thev can be forced now On the con-
trary, an Incnasc In land taxes will
force Idle land Into use and thcn-li-
t nii lo leduce rents A lesscnlnn- of
inn tax on Improvements will ninl.
house rents that much cheaper

The abolition of water rents wl'l
still furlher reduce the cost of llvlnc.
.So will the nholltlon of the ti on
banking, on personalty, on automo-bll.- s

and the abolition of the scoies
of licenses on as umnv hinds of occu-
pations So, too, will the nholltlon of
the scores of pettv fees which con-
front everv one whn tries to i?et a.
permit at the nistrlct htilldlnr

The one thlnv which Bro.vs h other
men's sweat Is land value Tax It

III ItHlittT .1. IIHOW.NT
Wnshlnifton. Oct 19.

The Ninety-eigh- t and the Two..
To Ihe rMltnr nf THE TIMES.

In these dns of frenzied shrleklni?
for "national preparedness" by the own-
ers of munitions factories, nnd tho
llcksklttle boUKht press, the follow inn
editorial from the October Successful
Karmlnir comes like a refreyhlnij show-
er nt the close of a heated dn

The Commission on Industrial Ile- -
Intlons. which has been dehtnc Into
the problems of enpltnl nnd labor
for many months, hns made Its re-
ports In the Manley report we rend
thnt 2 per cent of the people own 00
per cent of the wealth of this na-
tion This menns thnt tho I per
cent control the destinies of the IS
per cent At their beck nnd call,
should they operate together, pros-
perity or panic miy come upon tho
9S per cent And we hae eery rei-so- n

to believe that many a panic
has been nf political making, or a
purely selfish financial coup

Is It not about tlmo we were pet-tln- c

serious over tho liberties nnil
opportunities of the 9S per cent
There Is a great propneanda on now
to Increase our wnr equipment, tn
"strengthen our defense" It Is this
! per crnt who will profit most by
either wnr or rumors of wnr Will
the ; per cent who own CO per cent
nf our wealth put up (VI per cent of
the cost of defense Will the 5 per
cent furnish (ti per cent of the flcht-In- g

soldiers nnd sailors No, they
expect the $ per cent who own the
40 per cent of wealth to do the renl
llRhtlnir to protect tho wealth of the
2 per cent

ONK OP Tim
HnrrlsonburR, Va., Oct is

"THE ALIBI" LEADS
ALL-STOR- Y WEEKLY

George Allan England's Fenture
Series of Thrillinp; Incidents

of Unjust Charges.

Tn Vs unlnstlv HroilSPtl of nnv rrlin
li Imtl enotmii. but when, throuoh h wh
(rnllnwn borauec of Hiich ncrus.ntlnn
tliflrn la tr.irrpiiv' InHPfwl

Such is the thrilling situation that
&'vysc,,,caturo7,a-- i;k
clns In this week's Issue nf ,..,the v

.1..pp1 iiooTfto A linn r.nwini.u n'rniiiv
n fnvnrlte nf renders of this magazine.
is the author

The stnrv Is not n pies for the aboil- -
tlon of capital punishment, but It
thiows onen the Issues Involved In that
topic, nnd lenves the reader to form his
own conclusions

Readers nf the who recall
the nrlstncratic thief of "Sir Wilfred's
Fnnnhlre" will read with Interest a
..... ,iorv bv th pnibnr of 'hit te'
Fred Jackson "A Lost Letter" Is the..:.. , .... .

The Stuff In Him" 'v Ilnrnld Titus
"lnt Hone and I'hnrliv bv Tm .

Klrnrt. and "De.H
.

Mans .hoes ..
11 I.1VU1B ivoc nnrr, inn .mn-i'- ' -
UubinjaroUier alrtkln alortM ui tl

One Year Ago Today in the War
The Franco- - Belgian coast battle 'continued, allies blocking

vicious German onslaughts. Germany claimed the capture i
20,000 British and many machine guns at Lille.

The Prussian diet voted $375,000,000 more for war. Chan-
cellor Dclbruck declared Germany would fight to lasting peace.

Austro-Gcrman- s continued to drive the Russians back in

Galicia and Bukowina, Vienna said.
The German army's retreat from Warsaw continued, and 2,000

Austrian officers and men and many machine guns were captured
in Galicia, Pctrograd claimed.

England released one, but held two other American oil ships,
while America filed another protest. England asserted the oiler
Brindilla, one of the vessels held, was German-owne-

Tax on Land Value
Is Urged for District

'-

Reform Association's Brief Argues For Exemption
Of Improvements From Burden Expert Browne

Assails Management of Assessor's Office.

(Continued from Hint Pafe.) which may ho aecured bv maintaining
speculators are the -in .beneficiaries UT,In,l;',Io,ll8f,n."' he range chlscnient of the District people Is aIhe href of the joint cllUens com- - nnry consequence of theMed b lleni I r. Macfai- - ,,,,, B)Mcm v,pr Hny flH:a Hsteni.Innd. deals moie particularly with the t,P irsldents of the District lire Justly
duty the rcderal linvcuimcnl owes the rlitltlcd to a olce In ihe lo.-n- l fruiirn-- t

apltnl, asserts that It Is impossible for , l whlih they nre taxed lo suppoi t
District residents to maintain the . Hut If. In the Judgment of "oiit:ifts.proper sort of national (.aplul here lind the lf s)nlem must be modi- -

asserts incuicninii) mat mn v asnin- -
Ion tax rate Is alrend) hliih as com-
pared with other cities of like clnss.

The Congressional Investigating com-
mittee probably will be nt Its tisk until
the opening of Congress Senator
Works and Congressman Cooper were
cspeclnll) emphatic In snlnB that tho
subject under Inquiry should be thor-
oughly considered and no attempt
should le mndc to curtail legltlmite
dlscu'slon and nrgument. An nttempt
will he mode, however, tn pi event
duplication nf testimony nnd to shut
off long-wind- nrguments b Indi-
viduals who lepresent only themselves.

Lengthy Hearing Kor-scn- .

With the arrival of Chairman Chil-

ton. Monday, the committee will con-
vene nt 10 o'clock, sit until 1 o'clock,
reconvene nt 2, anil adjourn nt t o'clock
dajlv. Kven at this strenuous pace It
Is estimated the committee will do well
tn wind up the hearings within three
or four weeks

All members of the committee except
Senator Chilton. nsmel. ScnMnrs
Sniilsbury and Works, and Congress-
men Italne), Card, nnd Cooper, reached
Washington vestcrday. nnd nrc pre-
pared to devote their enllro time to tho
Inquiry.

The spokesmen for the Joint citizens'
committee Henry H F Masfnrland.
Theodore W Novcs. nnd A. S. ll

be heard tlrst The will
be followed by Mr Ilrowne nnd his
witnesses, nnd then will come the
spokesmen for- - the Tnx Iteform Asso-
ciation. Ono of the Commissioners will
h In... ttnllv.. attendance, nnd the Com- -

.. -

mlssloners nre to be nsked for tnir
views by the Congressional hoard

ni...u-- D......... I. -- nd Value..
The brief nf the Tax Reform Assocla- -

tlon. nfter reviewing the origin of the
lf and Us operation;.; alt res,, en. , o the District

for the past years, pro- -' ,,,,, , 'P 'hl , ""," i 7h
ceeds to a discussion of lind values

"The expenditures mide by Govern- -

ment emplnves have the foun- -

dntlon for the mercnntllo and rial es- -

tate business nf this city, and have
thereby contributed to tne creation aim
maintenance of Us land values.

Cause of Rents.
"Two other factors, however, hnve

greatlv accelerated tho rise of land
values In this District, namely, the

lf contribution from tho
National Treasury and tho Illegal un-

derassessment of land values In the ab-

sence of this nntlonnl contribution, the
rate of taxation on land values In the
District would necessarily have been
."'!!:.' '"I'tt have"af!Mgrowth of land values In point of
fact, the land ovvnets and land specula-
tors of the District have been
to the amount nf the annual
Federal subsldv In the form of Increased
land values, the corqllary of which Is
higher rents

"Tho legil rate of taxation on both
land and Improvements In the District
Is W, per cent nn an assessment of not
less than two-thlr- of true value As-

suming n uniform assessment of two-thir-

of true value, the iiomltnl rate nf
taxation is 1 per cent or 10 mills on
the dollar It Is. however n
fnct thnt the Innd vnlues of the District,
especlnllv the speculative tracts In the
suburbs of the city nnd the building
sites In Ihe business and fine residence
areas have for manv years past been
grossly underassessed ns compared with
tho buildings and Improvements, while
in manv Instances small homes have
been nssessed above two-thir- of their
real value "

Goes To Few Owners.
The Tnx Reform Association nrgues

that under tho present svstem of tax-

ation a great part of the IVderal sub-

sidy, whether it be large or small, grav-

itates Into the pockets of a compira-llvel- v

few land owners, nnd the nverngo

resident of the District gets llttlo bene-

fit The brief continues
"In appropriating funds fiom the nn-

tlonnl treasurv for tlie development and
support of the Nation's Capital. It Is
undoubtedly the purpnse nnd Intent of
Congress that tho rcsld.'nts'of the Dis
trict snail ne reueveu itoui inMiuiMi m
the extent of the Fedeial contribution
This purpose Is nereateil ty inn exisc-In- g

svVtem of taxation
What Is snveil In lower taxes is nisi

f buildlmr sites. I'nd.r present condi- -

tlons. He people of each and every....... l...l'..l.-..- .. .... ..... .in. ...nf limnin ni" ilium mr ii.iij " -
tiiuonsclouslv ) helping tn maintain nm
ini'rp.isn tin. unenini'il Incntnes of laud
monopolist and land simulators In tho
District of Columbia This lael can noc
W. inn Ht inn civ tit irr iinnn thu uttCJl
tion of Coneress

Cltlcnsllip HiRhis I irst.
" A nnthpr II tiff ir til nn tn iKlllt of til

piescnt unci..... ............ s ... IMuIkIhI ofimiu m bu"iiiiuu in uiu
Cnlumbiii Thoso who have a special
pecunlarv interest In the maintenance
of the piescnt final svMem, hive laken
the position that while
municipal siirfinge and self-gu- v eminent
may be ilcsli utile, the mi political rights
must not be Usl the pcim- -

nmnce nf the sstem bo
thcichy enilangcred lri fait. Ihe
have used 0111 pe. lliienl helnlesmess
n plea for special financial favors at
the hands i.f Uongn-s- s We repudiate
Ihls noltlon We holrt. on the cnntraiv
tint ln.nl self cm. t and lha
right, of meii r.n , itlz..sh . .houl
l.

1VJS ',.". W
,
.V."$ fe ' Lt)i.l ,....e.n.UI''

in Iw VMim

neci nciore iochi n rii

principle
thlrtv-seve- n

furnished

Hiither

permitted
capitalize

n

demanded

be granted, we are readv. nnd we be
lieve that n majority of tlw Dlstilit
people nre ready, for any neeissary
modification of ihat fiscal system."

District Land Values.
The brief savs the land values nf the

District of Columbia are not less llu
11.000 per cnpltn, us compared wltn
land values of New Yw k cltv at iO
per capita; Newark. JJ7G, Milw.iul.cc,
$414. nnd Senttle 7M

The association urce thnt lh Innd
of the District rnthtr limn ilu small
himies nnd Improvements shall pay thn
bidden of tnxntlon, sn Ing

"If the lf system were
abcll.hed, wlih no ch.in.ri' In tue ptes-ei- u

8stem of taxation. It woul 1 be t,

and In wime cases inlrwiu to duu-bl- a

the tnxes of the sriMll home-owne- r
with :io corresponding benefit.

"If. however, houses and other Im-
provements weie entlrelj. or In Inrge
degre. exempted from taxation at the
lime when the svstemmay be obollshed or modified, the tnxis
of tho small home owner would not be
Increased and tho extra buiden would
be thrown where It belongs upon thespeculator In vncnnt laud '

Proposals Summarized.
The summirlred recommendations of

tho Tax Ileform Association are as
follows

"Our main recommendations are thatall expenses which are strictly and
protverlv municipal In i haracter shallbe defraved from Ihe revenues of the
District of Columbia, that all expendi
tures wnicn are ocinsloneq by or 1ml- -
i.ntnl to the functions and activities.of the National riovernment In thiscapital cltj shall he dcfr.ived from the

winn's oi ine inueo Mates, nnd thatthe existing svstem of taxation In the
District of Columbia shall modified

,

benefits of the expenditures which shall
ne made rrom the nntlnn.il revenues
under whatever fiscal svstem may Ik

j islabllshed bv Congress
"1 A progressively heavier tax on

land values, and the gradual exemp-
tion of buildings and Improvements
from taxation until all revenue from
renl property Is finally collected from
land values.

"2 A tax on local franchises andmnnnpolles under private ownership,
"3. A graduated Inheritance tax

"Administrative reforms In the DIs-tri- it

lax office are also urgently
t.'nder present conditions three

men are exitected to search building
records, so as to he Informed ns tn thelulim nt nAn h, 1.11 ..... .. I.. .

tlon. to keep In formed In record tn the
tlons of the cltv nnd neraomllv tn
view and assess every parcel nf prop-ert- v

In the District It Is a physical
for three men to properly

pel form such a tusk To provide means
for the proper nnd equitable assessment
of propertv. we urge

"1. An Increase in the number of
assessors,

"2 Annual assessments of real
estate:

'J. Assessments on the basis of full
value, Instead nf two-thir- valua-
tion and an adjustable tax rate.

'1 Tho enactment of a law re-
quiring Hue considerations to tie
stated In deeds "

Those Who Signed Hricf.
The committee signing the brief of the

Tax Ileform Association comprises W.
D Mackenzie, chairman, I) 1. I.lndas,
secretary, Jennie I.. Munrne, Chailes
S Davis, Illlaa J Dnkln. James Hugh
Keeley. Oeorge A. Warren, and Her
bert I.. Adams

The brief is attested bv II Martin
Williams, president, nnd Waller
Swniiton, secrctnrv. of the Tax Reform
Association

' Kind value" assessments are also
stronglv ndvocated In Ihe brief filed hi
Herbert J Ilrowne Mr Ilrowne as-
serts thnt the District enn be

nnd does not need nor deservo
n Federal subsldv

"1 propose nn Increase of '.0 per cent
in liquor licenses bv nddlng a special
tnx on the value of location." he savs
In discussing where the District mnv
rilse more thin !13,WVi,oui annually On
this point he says

In Two Categories.
'Taxable lind In the District may be

i brondlv divided Into two categories of
approximated equal value-busin- ess,

niens with Jl per square foot, nnd
.i... i. -- II .. . .. .....' special uoiiuugs w orui over eivi per

frmlt fo01 Irrespective of depth totnl- -
ing the sum of iffii) n.m.oivj. and resided
till and nther mens, J.i0.niiiiO

"I piopose n lax of J2 PO In the hun-
dred on the full tine value of the first
classification raising '00 a J! tax
tale on the seennd cl isslilcatlon, tnislni!
K0uO,ih II rate on Improvements,

on duellings.
return , public

f net cent on
igmss earnings, wnicn win ivouure ivo

A d mwl lliiiini Linnana.. f Tit (ml lata f., ., 'v tiJ11 sru.ino (i

Mr Ilrowne continues
Special Tax On Location,

"I propose an Increase nf ?i per cent
In liquor licenses by nddlng a ppeclal
tnx to the value of location, 't can
stand It. No glorlfvlng publication of
Washington boasts of Its lalolms or
their human product At prevent It
costs more In the Distiict tn bu wafr
than to cll bnuor

Here Is nmple e e nue for the re-
quirements nf the Disulrt. w.tlhout a
iollir deminded rrom tne Federal
Trrn.nre i.i.rf ccllh nn imm.i . rl.fvs--e - I" V ftLtti ine rr"F"' "I nn int

)inf.aiil-ril- f svstem his the "".''lied exemption

hm tr&K?.
i'ii-u.-

(heoieticallv

i

i

,

!
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IN CAPITAL TODAY

ietur Wanhlnf!lnn rhplpr of tht Amrt
can In I It nt.-- of Mnkliiff. tlubroomi. 1214 F
Mfert northniM, 8 p m.

Contention, h'lrpt nnd Hvon1 CIapi roilmat- -
ItnlHuh Mnirl, all lav

I'uUlc InnalUtW.n. William II. Cuthln
i'ii in p io. 30, Hon M VMtrani, In cmj
htaftqmirOrri, 14.2 !VnnnanU avtnua
northntit, ft n. ni.

MeMltifr, ixrrutlf roinmtt nf th District
nt Columhla KiilTriijH lnjfu mt tuJy
room, I'ublU l.lhrarv. it m.

IJIuatrat. Irturr, "What I !lhablim,"
Bam ) Nerlry, TpoitraphtCAl Temple, 8
n in

Maaniilr, Natal Nn. I t KayMte. No. If;
U I II Inm ?i, HlnffltioTt. No 30, Arlonlram
f'oumll, Nn, 2, I toya I anl Helect Maiona.
Ilalhrr, Nn. & Kntirtn Star

Odd ColiiniM, No. 10, Coenant,
No U, Halrnt. No 22

KnUhtF nf ('oturnbim-PpaMt- njr Council.
National I'nton National Council, Mt. r- -

non Council.

Amusements.
Natlensl -- "Polish snd I'erlmutter." 1:15

i' in ,

ritlscn-"T- he Ilevnlt," II 11 p. m,
H K K'eiih's unvle, 2.tt anil f:H p. m.
rolls "At ny," 2.1J and s.li p. m.
I.Oe ' Columbia l'lintntilM te 1' tA 11 n. m
Oaet'-ilurlee()- ue, ;.is mn.l t.lS p. m.

Tomorrow.
lecture, "Hower CaMenlnK," Miss Ruran II.

Flpee unilir sueplies of enclsl service
of the rhun.h snO Parents' lasjtje,

Mt. I'leaeant CofiRreaatlonal Church, p.
tn

Meetlns Admiral f.porne IVwe Pamp. No
,,i e. v. . lemrie. s P. in.

Mssonlr t Jnhn'a .No n Takoina No I..Cnllieilral, .So II, Ht Johns No
! I'setern Hisr.

O.M rYllowf- l- rnlrsl, No. 1 Metropolis. No
H I'hoenli. o :

Natlnrinl I nlnn Eset Waarlngton "Council,
MrKltiley rounrll

hnlshla of Pythias Mracualane. No 9,
ftnthlnne.Huperlor, Nn r tt&thhon Tem- -

No X l')lhlan Hlelers
I' K eoclelv of New Vnrk Aenus Preahi

terlan liurrh, recepllon fi SO lo 11 p in, at
the I'alro.

triit, nine-tenth- s of whom would pay
less tnxrs than at present

'The pnrtlal shifting of the burden of
tnxntlon from Impiovements, person-
alty and licenses. Is onlv a first step
along the well established economic
line of nssessing benefits on the thing
benefited. It is done In the District
Inadequately nnd unscientifically In
wnler main nnd sewer extensions, in
sldcwnlks, curbing, nnd paving, and In
slieet extensions In California irri-
gation dMrlcts generally assess tho
cost of Irrigation plants nn I ind vnlues
In Minnesota swnmp ilrnlnnge costs ore.
assessed on the land" benefited Why
not ciny the same Just principle to
its legitimate conclusion In the Dis-
trict In Western Cnnidlnn cities all
Impiovements and personally are ex-
empt from taxation Uind values are
the main source of revenue"

Taxation Inequalities.
Mr Ilrowne tevlcws the taxation and

assessment lnvestlgitlon conducted two
vents nao by the Oeorge subcommittee,
of the House Dlntrlct Committee and
embodies the cnmmlttee's allegations re-

garding In the Dis-
trict Mr Hrown nlsn nrratgns the of-
fice of Tax Assessor Itlchards and re-
news ihe chnrse mndc In the report
that there have been inrqunlltlen in tax-
ation under the piesent administration
of the office

' The state has the right and In time
It will be seen to be Its dut. to collect
the full tentnl vilue of the land holding
privilege," says the Rrowne brief.
Dtnwlng a leson from Mexico nnd the

n countries, Mr. Browne
savs

How Latins Blundered.
"The reas m why the n

countries make so llttlo progress and
have so many revolutions is because In
shaking off Spajileh polltlcnl tvranny
they fnlltd to dislodge the Spanish
economic sjslim which docs not tax
land hointnga out taxes numan crtorc
In Cuba Ihcie Is no hind tnx. but there
Is n customs tax of JU ir capita. Therc-foi.- ;,

Cuba Is a ounirj of huge estates,
of great wealth but with a poverty-stricke-

pot ulallnn nlwi)s smoulder-
ing with renntincnt nnd levolt.

In rorto Rico nnd the Philippine.
Oovernmcnt bv tho United Slates has
failed tn grnsp the economic situation.
There has been nn enoimous Increaso
In land vnlues, n few have been made
wealthv, but the economic condition of
thu masses Is wretched, lni roved only
oy conipi ilson with the degradation of
Spanish rule

lie Mexican revoiumm is an ru- -
nonilc upii-ln- g to rcstuie to the people
tlie lands stolen fiom them under the
inspeuknlile imruption ami opi'icssnm

nt i DIlIX Cll'tUUiCO' rCgimC. Snd
toxatlon f lird values Is ono of tho

Th u.imleifnl development of tho
United ft ites has been due, not aVne
to tho .icnitix of 'ts people and Its in-

stitutions but to freedom o' commercn
between the States, to free access to

usl aie.is of public lands, nnd still
more to taxation ol land vnlues, which
has served In u decree to restialn the
unmeasured j;iied and Injurs of land
monopolv "

Propoals Kor Ifvlief.
In conclusion. Mr Ilrnwne makes the

following "n i online mlatlons for relief"
of the present dilution'

"First, thai ihe b e nntrl-hiitlo- n

of the Fide nil Oovcrnment
shall immediate Iv- - and fullv cease.

"Second, tint the whole svstem of
taxation In ihe Well lit hi reorganised
on n Juet and scientific ' a"is, abolish-
ing all unjnsl and oiiiot.iu forms of
laxutlon

"Third, thnt the drastic and complete,
reorganization and it formation nf tho
nlstrht iiHsessor s oflii c be uiged as all
Indispensable prellnilnarv tn the Just
lend equal assessment nf the objects of
taxation to be Jciei mined upon.

ADMINISTRATIVE.
"Full nlue assessments
"The exercise bv the assessor of hla

full powers for lie adducing of testl-mo-

relative to real cstulo values
under oath

'"Jhe keeping bv the nssesi-o- r of a
record of ail linpoitant leases to old In
ditermlnlng propel ty vnlues

"The publication of land value maps
nnd jthseHsuunl hhei la.

"The establishment of a evstematla
method of equalizing land values

"'Ihe cstabllspmi nt of tables of build-
ing tactois nnd etc terlorution for

tin- - value of Improvements.
"Tho eneigetlc pinkie iitliiu of the

legal requlicmc'iit nf reforming the lot
numbers In miu.ucs

'The consolidation of lots that are
portions of sites of single buildings.

.
LEC.ISI.ATIVi:.

"Annual, in place if triennial, assess-
ments

"Tho rei ordlng of the title considera-
tion In all real estate tianifers.

"The abolition nl the renulrement for
the? nsbissora In the Meld personally nnd
Jolntlv to "view ' raih piece of prop
erty

"ine irention or. a noarc of appeals,
from which thu Held nssesrnrs shall be
exc hided

"The power to be restored to the Com-
missioners tn icmove the assessor or
anv of the assistant assessors for cause.

"The establishment of an assessment
roll and tin transfer of the duty of
making hllla from the assessor's office
to the office' nf the tax collector."

Rangers Are Meeting.
AUSTIN. Tex . Oct. a. Members of

Tern's Texas i angers, the famous reg-
iment that paitlclpaled In 300 engage-
ments during the civil war, are to hold
Iheli fort i I hi i ! annual reunion here
toilav and tomoirow Following custom,
J H P niarkbuin. of Llnnvllie. Tenn .

viro president, la expected to he elected
I .rr.al 1 H .
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